
Bible in a year: Ezekiel 27-29 • John 14 

God is bigger than you
If we spend our days busily shuttling from one thing to the next, it’s easy to start 
feeling important. If we don’t, it’s easy to wish we did and envy those who do. 

Psalm 90 bursts our bubble.  

God’s bigness, our 
smallness
Read Psalm 90 v 1-6

 y How does the human lifespan (v 3, 5-6) 
contrast with God’s “lifespan” (v 1-2, 4)?

 y What comfort is there for fragile human 
beings in verse 1?

The sovereign Lord, who turns people back 
to dust and sweeps them away like grass, 
is also his people’s “dwelling place”. It’s a 
phrase that implies security, permanence 
and intimacy. As one old hymn puts it, “Be 
thou our guard while troubles last, and our 
eternal home”. 

 rApply
 y People are like grass. Do you ever lose 
sight of that perspective? At what times 
is that most likely to happen? 

God’s wrath, our sin
Read Psalm 90 v 7-12

These are sobering verses. 

 y Sin carries consequences. In what ways 
do we see God’s judgment against the sin 
of humanity-in-general (v 9, 10, 11)?

 y This psalm is “a prayer of Moses”. Can 
you think of examples of God’s judgment 

against the sins of the Israelites (v 7)? 
(You could look up Exodus 32 v 1-4, 25-
35; Numbers 21 v 4-9.)

 y What does it mean to “number our 
days”, do you think (Psalm 90 v 12)?

God’s love, our joy
Read Psalm 90 v 13-17

 y What does Moses ask God to do?

 y How has God already shown his 
“compassion” and “unfailing love” to us 
(v 13, 14)?

Christians are not living “under [God’s] 
wrath” (v 9). So although we will still face 
“trouble and sorrow”, believers standing this 
side of the cross can have even greater, and 
more confident, hope than Moses did in 
verses 14-15. Read 2 Corinthians 4 v 17. 

 y What do we look forward to? 

“Teach us to number our days” (Psalm 90  
v 12). And those days are “few!” Yet the writ-
er ends by asking God to “establish the work 
of our hands for us”. With God in the pic-
ture, mortality does not equal meaningless-
ness—but it does turn our eyes from earthly 
goals to eternal ones. The work of building 
God’s church is eternally significant—but it 
can only be done in God’s strength. 

 nPray
Turn verses 12 and 17 into your own prayers 
to God.  
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 30-32 • John 15

LEVITICUS: Masterpiece
Be honest—if you could take only one Bible book to a desert island, would you 
choose Leviticus? Unlikely! It is widely unopened and unread, and rarely preached. 

 y How do you feel about studying the book 
of Leviticus? Any idea what it is about? 

Leviticus is like one of those paintings that 
has been stored away for centuries in the 
attic gathering dust, but is actually a master-
piece worth millions! It was the first book to 
which Jewish children would be introduced 
at school, and the gospel makes little sense 
without it. 

For us 
Read Romans 15 v 4

 y For whom was Leviticus written? For 
what purpose? 

As part of the God-breathed Scriptures, this 
book has the power to do everything for us 
that Psalm 19 v 7-11 says the Bible does—
revive our souls, make us wise, rejoice our 
hearts, enlighten our eyes and give us great 
reward. 

To them 
But although written ultimately for us today, 
it was written originally “to them then”. 

Read Leviticus 27 v 34

 y To whom was the book originally 
written? Where? 

Given that this book was first written to 
a different people in a different time and 
different place, it may at first feel quite alien 
and distant. We need to make sure we un-

derstand it as the New Testament does, and 
read it wearing New Testament spectacles! 

Outside it 
Leviticus follows straight on from the previ-
ous book: Exodus. 

Read Exodus 40 v 34-38

 y What happened at the end of Exodus? 

As Leviticus begins, Moses is standing 
outside the Tent of Meeting, and the LORD 
calls to him from inside (Leviticus 1 v 1). 
He is going to reveal how he, the holy God, 
can continue to dwell in the midst of his 
rescued people, and how they can be in 
relationship with him. That is something 
we need to know too! 

To him 
The words with which Leviticus begins are 
the name of the book in Hebrew: “the LORD 
called”. 17 of the 27 chapters begin “The 
LORD spoke to Moses”. 

 nPray 
Give thanks that the LORD has taken the 
initiative and broken the silence, that he 
has spoken; and that through this ancient 
book he still speaks his life-giving, heart-
transforming word to us today. Pray that 
would be your expectation as we begin these 
studies! 

2 Monday 2 October   Leviticus (intro)
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 33-34 • John 16

Up in smoke
The first seven chapters of Leviticus are about sacrifices that the Israelites were to bring 
to God. The first of these is the burnt offering. 

Read Leviticus 1 v 1-17 

The description  
 y What three categories of animal could be 
brought as a burnt offering (v 3, 10, 14)? 

It was a costly sacrifice (v 3, 10)—no 
leftovers or roadkill were allowed. God 
deserved nothing but the best.

 y What did the burnt offering achieve 
(v 4)? 

 y What did God think of it (v 9, 13, 17)? 

One of the first things you did as the wor-
shipper was to “lay your hand on the head 
of the burnt offering” (v 4). This symbolised 
transferring your sin onto the animal. Liter-
ally, it means “to lean heavily on”. But the 
worshipper’s involvement didn’t end there. 
They had to get their hands dirty. This was 
no spectator sport.

 y What various actions did the worshipper 
do and the priests do (v 3-9)? 

 y What was distinctive about the burnt 
offering, from which its name came  
(v 9, 13, 17)? 

The burnt offering was the only sacrifice 
in which all of it was laid on the altar and 
totally consumed by the fire. This symbol-
ised total surrender, entire consecration, 
complete dedication to God. 

Fulfilment in Christ 
Read Hebrews 10 v 5-7; Ephesians 5  
v 2; 1 Peter 1 v 19

 y What indications are there that Jesus 
was the ultimate burnt offering?  

Job regularly offered burnt offerings for his 
children (Job 1 v 5). But the most striking 
Old Testament burnt offering was that of 
Isaac (Genesis 22 v 2). God spared Abraham 
from sacrificing his son, Isaac…

 y … but how was this fulfilled in the gospel 
(Romans 8 v 32)? 

Fulfilment in us 
Read Romans 12 v 1

In response to Jesus’ total giving of himself 
to pay for our sins, we are to offer up our 
lives each day as a burnt offering.  

 nPray 
Lord God, thank you for Jesus, the ultimate 
burnt offering. I lay my hand on his head today 
and lean all my weight on him. Thank you that 
he bore all my sin and paid for it. In response, 
I now lay my own life on the altar in complete 
surrender and dedication. Please “take my life 
and let it be consecrated Lord to thee”. Amen.
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 35-36 • John 17   

Grain of truth
The grain offering was the only one in which no meat was offered and no blood 
shed. There were three types of offering: fine flour, baked offering, and firstfruits. 

Read Leviticus 2 v 1-16 

Tribute 
The Hebrew word for “grain offering” is 
used elsewhere to refer to a gift.

 y  Read 1 Kings 4 v 21; 10 v 25. What type 
of gift does it refer to here?

Tribute was what was paid by a subject 
people to their superior. And so the grain of-
fering symbolised renewed dedication of the 
faithful worshipper to the LORD as King. 

Reminder 
 y Only part of the offering was burned. 
What was this part called (Leviticus 2  
v 2, 9, 16)? 

 y What did the worshipper want God to 
remember? (Clue: see the significance of 
salt in v 13.)  

It’s not as if God is forgetful—to “remem-
ber’ in the Bible means to take account of 
something or someone and act accordingly 
(e.g. Exodus 2 v 24). Through the grain of-
fering the worshipper was asking the LORD 
to remember his covenant and be merciful 
because of it. 

Response
The bringing of firstfruits recognised that 
the harvest was God’s provision, and gave 
thanks to the generous Creator. But the 

harvest also required human work, and 
so the grain offering was also a way of re-
dedicating daily work to God. 

 TIME OUT 

Only the memorial part was burned; the rest 
was eaten by the priests (Leviticus 2 v 3, 10). 

Read 1 Corinthians 9 v 13-14; 1 Timo-
thy 5 v 17

 y How is this principle applied in the New 
Testament? 

 y How, and how generously, are you  
supporting gospel workers? 

 rApply 
The grain offering reminds us to relate to 
God in all of these ways: 

He is the sovereign Lord. Dedicate your life 
to him afresh now as your Lord and King. 

 y What will it mean for you today to live 
with him as your King? Is there any 
area of your life which you have been 
holding back from him? 

He is the covenant God. Give thanks for the 
new covenant in Jesus and all the spiritual 
blessings we enjoy in him.

He is the generous Creator. Give thank for 
all the material blessings you enjoy. Re-
dedicate your daily work to him. 
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 37-39 • John 18 v 1-18  

Food is not just fuel
In the Bible, food and eating meals are not just a way of keeping going, but also a way 
of celebrating our fellowship with one another and with God. 

Read Leviticus 3 v 1-17

Feast 
Part of this animal sacrifice was burned on 
the altar as a “food offering to the Lord” (v 3, 
5, 9, 11, 14). 

 y Which bits (v 3-4, 9-10, 14-15)? 

We tend to think of fat on meat as being un-
healthy and something to cut off and throw 
in the bin. But in biblical times the fat and 
the kidneys were considered delicacies. This 
was giving the very best to God! 

The rest of the animal was eaten by the wor-
shippers with their friends and families in a 
celebration meal. Eating meat was a luxury 
in those days, so this was special.

Read Deuteronomy 12 v 7, 12, 17-19; 
1 Kings 8 v 62-66 

 y What was the mood on such occasions? 

Leviticus 7 reveals what the reasons for the 
celebration meal might be: to give thanks 
for an answer to prayer (v 11-15); to confirm 
a vow (v 16); or to express love for the Lord 
with a freewill offering (v 16), spontaneously 
given, just as a husband might buy his wife 
a bunch of flowers. 

 rApply
 y What will it look like for you to give 
the Lord your very best rather than the 
leftovers of your:

• money? • gifts?
• time? • energy?
• devotion? 

 y How much does this note of joyful 
celebration and thanksgiving feature in 
your relationship with the Lord, or is 
your relating more a thing of duty? 

Pause now to express your thanks to him 
and love for him. 

Fellowship 
This celebration meal was enjoyed not just 
before God but with his people. The root 
Hebrew word for this sacrifice is “shalom”, 
which means “peace”—peace with God and 
with each other.

Read Acts 2 v 44-47; 1 Corinthians 11 
v 23-26

 y In what ways are meals still a way of 
celebrating and deepening our fellowship 
with God and with one another? 

 nPray 
Give thanks for the joy of celebrating our 
fellowship with God and his people as we 
share meals together—in our homes, in the 
Lord’s Supper, on special occasions —as we 
look forward to the end-time banquet in the 
kingdom of God. 
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